DUBAI CREEK
Not too far away from Dubai's towering
skyscrapers and 5-star hotels lies Dubai
Creek. The Creek has played a pivotal role
in Dubai's history and development. The
place where trade with the outside world
began over a century ago.
Although trading activity has somewhat
diminished, Dubai Creek is still a bustling
waterway and for many people it remains
central to their daily life and routines.

On the east side of the Creek sits the Dhow Wharfage. Dhows
are long flat wooden vessels used in the Indian Ocean and
Arabian Sea, and have docked at the Creek for centuries. Today
the colourfully decorated dhows trade with Iran, Iraq, Pakistan,
Oman, India, Yemen, Somalia and Sudan.

Above- The Creek is bustling with
imports and exports. Stroll along
past the Wharfage and you'll see
dhows precariously loaded with
everything from air-conditioners to
chewing gum to car tyres.

Right- The sailors and dock
workers manually load a dhow's
cargo. In this instance, a large
quantity of vegetable oil.

Public transport on the Creek is
mainly in the form of traditional
water 'taxis', called abras. The
shared journey across the
Creek costs the princely sum of
1 dirhams per person, which
converts to approximately 16
pence.

The abras operate all through the
year including July and August
when the drivers endure the
temperatures of almost 50c and
stifling humidity.
It is estimated that 15000 people
cross the Creek by abra each
day.

The banks of the Creek are
home to Dubai's oldest
markets, locally known as
souks. The souks are a lively
mix of sights, sounds and
smells as locals, expats and
tourists shop and haggle with
vendors.

At the Spice Souk,
the smell of
saffron and cumin
fill the air.
Alongside the
spices, loose
frankincense,
perfumed oils and
dried herbs are
also sold.

A carpet vendor enjoys the cooler
late afternoon sunshine.
Carpets and rugs are one of the
region's signature items, with
many being imported from Iran,
Turkey, Pakistan and Central
Asia.

Alongside the gold and diamonds at the Gold
Souk, the humble postcard is sold to tourists.

At the Gold Souk,
the streets are
lined with shops
whose windows
are laden with
yellow gold, white
gold, platinum and
precious stones.

As the evening call to prayer echoes across the
Creek the activity continues. The souks remain
open until late and abras continue to ferrying
passengers up and down the Creek throughout
the night.

